HLA class II alleles in Japanese patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
The distribution of HLA-DRB1 alleles and DQB1 alleles in 30 Japanese patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) was analyzed using polymerase chain reaction with the sequence-specific primer (PCR-SSP) method, and the association between the disease and the presence of certain HLA class II alleles was investigated. The frequencies of HLA-DRB1*0803, DRB1*0802 and DRB1*1502 were increased while those of DRB1*1501 and DRB1*0405 were decreased. On the other hand, the incidence of HLA-DQB1 alleles was similar to that in the normal population. However, none of these HLA class II alleles showed significant positive or negative associations with NHL. In addition, when allele frequencies of NHL Japanese patients were compared to Thai patients, only DRB1*0803 was significantly increased in Japanese patients. These results indicate that DRB1*0803 may not contribute to NHL susceptibility in the Japanese population. However, further studies with larger numbers of NHL Japanese patients are needed to confirm our preliminary findings.